The Holocaust

The Holocaust – The systematic murder or Jews and other “undesirable” people by the Nazis during WWII.

	Students of history learn that humanity has accomplished many great things.  Humans have created masterpieces of _____ (rta) and architecture.  They have developed systems of government and codes of ethics to guide our behaviour.  Humans have built incredible technology to help develop the resources of the world and improve our standard of living.  Our current civilization owes a great debt to our ancestors.  
	However, humans have also been capable of great cruelty and evil.  ___________(yvlsera) has existed in many societies.  ________(rswa) have inflicted incredible suffering on many different people.  ___________ (griisouel) intolerance and _________ (rlciaa) prejudice have caused strife and anguish.  Perhaps the greatest expression of this evil occurred during World War II with the event known as the Holocaust.
	Anti-Semitism is a form of prejudice and discrimination against ____________ (hwjeis) people.  It has roots that go back to ancient times as it was a Jewish king who ordered the death of Jesus Christ.  Anti-Semitism has been common in European history.  The Jews were often discriminated against by their Christian neighbours.  Jews were forced to live in separate enclaves known as ____________ (toteghs).  They were often blamed for things they had nothing to do with, they were ________________(gstscaoeap).  In some countries anti-Semitism was violent.
	Adolf Hitler had violently anti-Semitic views.  He blamed the Jews for his personal failure as an __________ (ttrasit), he blamed the Jews for the defeat of Germany in World War I.  He blamed the Jews for the economic _________ (ashoc) that gripped Germany after the war.
	Hitler viewed the Jewish presence in Germany as a problem which had to be dealt with.  If Hitler had been just an ordinary person his views would have probably been dismissed as too extreme or too weird, but Hitler was not an ordinary person.  Hitler was leader of the ________ (znai) Party.  He was elected as Chancellor of Germany in 1933.  Hitler made discrimination against the Jews official government policy.
	The Nazis used propaganda to promote their ideas and attack their enemies.  Propaganda is:  ideas or information that are spread to achieve a certain goal (usually by making people feel a strong emotion – guilt, shame or pride).  
The Nazis moved quickly to consolidate their grip on government.  They suspended certain civil liberties and banned ______________ (ptnisopooi) political parties.  Books with ideas considered dangerous to Nazi beliefs were __________ (drbune).  The Nazis set up concentration ____________(mapsc) to house political prisoners.  Jewish newspapers could not be sold on the street.
The Nazis stripped the German Jews of their ____________(gllea) _____________(rtshgi).  They lost their status as ______________(stizicen).  Racial Purity laws were introduced which outlawed the _________________ (mgreaiar) of Jews to non-Jews.  A person’s grandparents were used to determine their race.  The Nazis hoped to drive the Jews out of Germany by making their lives miserable.
Some Jews fled to other countries.  ____________(atelbr) _________________(steieinn) came to the U.S.  However, many Jews could not emigrate because of restrictions on their immigration to other countries.  ____________(aaacnd) allowed very few Jews in.  Restrictions on what they could leave with also discouraged many Jews from emigrating.  They would have to abandon most of their ______________(pptyroer), ___________ (ealwth), and possessions if they left.  
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In 1938 the Nazi government stepped up efforts to intimidate the Jews.  On __________________ (Kntllahtcrsia), synagogues (Jewish religious temples) were attacked, businesses looted, and many Jews beaten up by Nazi thugs.  Thirty thousand Jews were rounded up and sent to concentration camps.  Jews had to carry special ID cards.  Businesses were closed and sold off at a fraction of their value.  Jewish children could not attend a non-Jewish ____________(ooslch).  Jews were not allowed to ___________ (virde) or own automobiles.  Curfews were imposed on the Jews.
In 1939, Hitler took over Czechoslovakia and invaded Poland; as a result countries such as Great Britain, France and Canada declared war on Germany.  When this happened, Hitler ordered even more wartime restrictions on the Jews.  All radios had to be handed in.  Jews had to wear a yellow Star of ___________ (divad).  
In 1942 the Nazis decided to kill all of the Jews in the areas occupied by Germany.  The Nazis were proud of their efforts to find a __________(flnia) _________________(luntioos) to the “Jewish Problem”.  The Nazis began ________________(extnciuge) Jews in occupied countries.  The SS Einsatzgruppen experimented with the most efficient ways to torture and kill Jews.
	The Nazis began the systematic round-up and deportation of Jews, first in Germany, then in the occupied countries.  The people were sent to concentration camps.  The camps were run by the Schutzstaffel or SS.  The commander of the SS was Heinrich Himmler.  The camps were an evil, terrible place.
Upon the arrival at the camps, the prisoners were first sorted.  _____________(lthheya) prisoners (usually younger men and women) were sent to the camps to work.  The sick, the old, the unwell, and mothers with small children were sent “to the showers for delousing”.  These showers were usually gas chambers that killed them.
Those chosen to go to the camps were used as slave labourers in the ____________ (rrqsuaie), and in the factories.  Inmates were chronically malnourished and overworked.  Roll call was taken every day.  Prisoners who tried to escape were _________(tsho).  The prisoners were identified by a ______________ (brmune) tattooed on their arms.  They lived on bunks in overcrowded huts.  Many died due to disease, exhaustion, the cold, and malnutrition.  Others died at the hands of the sadistic guards.
It was a struggle to survive.  Many gave up the will to live.  Others vowed to survive and remember.  
Those not chosen for slave labour were sent to the _________(sga) ________________(mcbhresa) to be ruthlessly murdered by their captors.  Special crematoria (cremation places) were designed to dispose of the bodies, others were burned on the surface or dumped into mass graves.  As the war progressed the Nazis realized that they were going to lose – and they began to destroy the evidence of their evil work.  The allied soldiers who arrived at the camp could not believe the horror that they beheld.  Many of the prisoners were happy – but for others the liberation came too late.  
Following the surrender of the Nazis to the Allies the search for the people responsible for this evil began.  _________(rtlhie) had committed suicide in April 1945.  Many of the leaders were tried for _______(raw) ___________ (mriesc) and convicted.  Most of them were hanged.
Why we must remember…
Approximately ________(xsi) million Jews were murdered by the Nazis during World War II.  Another ________(vfei) million people who the Nazis thought were inferior – homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Gypsies, Slavs (mainly Poles and Russians), Freemasons, Catholic Priests, and other enemies of the Nazi state shared their fate.  In total 11 million people were victims of Hitler and the Nazis in the Holocaust.  As time passes the survivors of this event are passing away.  We must never forget those who suffered and died – so that we recognize when this type of thing begins to start so that the world can come together and stop it.
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