MAJOR EVENTS OF WORLD WAR TWO

World War Two officially began for Canada September 10, 1939, seven days after Britain declared war.

Allied Powers were: Bri +air\ omc_l hér ColOV\iCS (lhdu.d.l nj &Ulﬂdﬁ)

France (unh] June 1940)  Russia (afler June 22,194

W.S. (after Dec. # 194

Axis Powers were: %crmn

Ital

\Japan

September, 1939- Germany invades and defeats Poland
October 1939 to Spring, 1940- Phony War (no major battles, Allies waited to see what Germany would do next)

April 1940 - Germany invades and conquers Denmark and Norway

May 1940- Germany invades France

The Miracle’ of Dunkirk( Moy 28 +o June 4, 1940)

Description - British and French troops were pushed back by fast-moving German tanks, and retreated to
the port of Dunkirk
- naval, merchant, and personal boats from Britain helped evacuate 340 000 troops back to
Britain at the end of May
- 40 000 troops were left behind, who became Prisoners-of-War

importance -lost 4o poo ‘l‘rooPs

-lost tons of aluifﬂ\c'ﬂ' = loss of 8, gave awa Seerets’
inspired Brihish resistance o Germans (“never” survender )
_France Alone agair\sf Germons; surrendered June (4, 1940

- Britain -F\ kting wor alone ogainst German
. Canadaa .‘Jﬁ Britains m:gt important a’;z}j l-

Operation Sea Lion gummu IQ‘H))
Description - name~of Hitler's p{an to invade Britain, starting summer of 1940 (Bombing of Britain, the Blitz)

- started using the Luftwaffe (air force) to bomb Britain day and night, hoping the British people
would want to surrender, then his land army would invade in September
- Hitler was unable to destroy Britain’s air force before winter

Importance - destroyed Br'l‘hS;\ a]rﬁ&ld,s and S“PPlj Mh%, m%jor Cl‘hﬁ
- British people inspired by WI.V\S‘}'bn d\ur()\(u an[i 'H\L ’RD\JAI FaN\léj

- Britain’s air force started bombing Germar\ l‘,(‘ﬁld
- Canadian pilots fought /'n ’fhb &Hl& DF Bri‘l‘ain n \)O‘H‘I “H\£ RA.F and RCAF

Operation Barbarossa (s"l'ar‘l:e_d \Jw\e QQ: |44—|>

Description - invasion of the Soviet Union in June, 1941 (ignoring the Nazi-Soviet agreement he made in
1939 with Stalin not to invade each other)
- Hitler expected a quick victory, but underestimated the Soviet army
- a very cold winter, German soldiers had no warm clothing, suffered terribly




- massive size of Soviet Union made a quick victory impossible
- prepared Soviet troops stopped Germany outside of Moscow

Importance - ended the r\hzj—Sov;c} pad' (PPACC bL‘}WQLn German aﬂd 'H\L u‘S‘SR)
- locked Germany into o lbnﬁ» hﬂd) Ho"dj ba"‘llll; (Sov;ds Md o k-uﬁe arm:})

- gave Britain time to recpvey amd p\an a'H’ACkﬁ.
- fighting in Russia proved that Germany Could })L SlOV\/&Ol dOM)Y\, pDSS'!bLJ d&?ﬂﬂﬂ

Japan Attacks Pearl Harbour | Dg(e N\bﬁ' —4‘, lq4‘|)

Description - Japan set on a war against the U.S. because of its presence in the Pacific
- Japan launched a surprise attack on December 7, 1941
- destroyed half of the U.S. fleet
- President Roosevelt called it "a day that will live in infamy”

Importance - U.S. had a reason toJoin WWIL aﬂaj,ns’t dapan, German and H'ﬂ.{y

- gave Britain and Russia Q V&LLA,MC, all ) \/\/i'H\ enormouss O.MDMYTtS 04
Money, military arms, a pgrsonnd

Japan Attacks Hong Kong [ Dec ?ﬁ 19 41)

Description - a few hours after Pearf Harbour was bombed, 50 000 Japanese soldiers were ready to invade
- 2 battalions (1975 men) of Canadian troops (with very littie training) went to Hong Kong to heip
the British defend it, but were outnumbered 10 to 1
- surrendered December 25, 1941

Importance - Japan sunk Two 3rm‘|’ British Warsk(;xs (Prince D‘)e Wales, R_Lp_tﬂ_ses

- every Canadian soldier either died or bu:amo_ Pn‘sonor n]f war in adaPGH&SC

o
Pow eamp (death rxte b x )\ijh.r Yhan German Pold camps)
Battle of Dieppe gAu ust 19, 1942)

Description - 6000 Brfitish, Canadian, and American troops participated (most of force was Canadian)
- an experiment to discover what was needed to make a full-scale Allied invasion a success
- also, Russia pressuring Britain to take German pressure off of the Eastern Front
- German forces were prepared for them, and Dieppe was a disaster; August 19, 1942

Importance - controversial: valuabie 'CKPCX'ZCV\CA.’, ora Hood shamblzs ?

- heiped Aliies learn lessons for & SUELLESS l Sea invasion Wh\‘d'\ hAPpMLA af
S\' Cilj ('*Alj\ 1943) and on Dﬁ'kba\lj (June b, l"H-4->

Battle of Ortona (,UJY\))&(, 14 4—29
Description - 1933 Allied forces landed in Sicily, italy, then attacked the rest of italy

- Italian people overthrew Mussolini (their fascist leader) and surrendered to the Aliies, but
Germany rushed into italy to take on the Allies

- Canadian forces were ordered to take Ortona, which required fierce house-to-house fighting
against the Germans

- Canadian losses were high, but they defeated the Germans and captured Ortona

Importance - one of the most S\ n?ﬁmn’r b&'H’lCﬁ ’Fbr C&Y\Ad—lﬂns

- opened the road to bIY\¢ and continued to uSh Germans ()Ut‘l' 04!: H'a.
(captured June 1944) P lﬂ



D-Day: Invasion of Normandy

Description - June B, 1944, called "Operation Overlord”
- used lessons gained from Dieppe, e.g. massive air and naval firepower, better communications
- 30 000 Canadians landed at Juno Beach: U.S. at Omaha and Utah, Britain at Sword and Gold
- very well pianned and rehearsed

Importance - knocked out the Luftwaffe and Panzer divisions .
- 155 00 Allied sqjdiers, 800 vehi |es,é.lnd 3600 tons of %l_.lpplies iand in France, which was
% 1t Fna '# pudﬁ ermany ow

- Germany now fighting o .sze_ _Fmﬁ-t-s ( Fravsce, R,ués;a,, \‘?lj)
- 11 month Allied campaign through FYaﬂCC ay\d f)Ql num ‘bwards 5erl'm‘Gcrma

- Canadian troops headed for ‘l’he Nﬂ‘H\Cr\QY\Aﬁ (‘H\L SW&w% -S?r GYB)
_ March, 1945 the main Alied force i hvaded G\ermnj

V-E Day May 7, 1945

Description - thelast desperate German attempts failed and German troops were forced to retreat
- Allies invaded Germany from the west, Russia invaded from the east and closed in on Berlin
- Germany surrendered May §; 1945

Importance - gave Russia land n Europ—e and 'Hluf Would not ’eal\/t (lead:)h*hc(‘nld b\h'
_hiter Committed Suicide (escap}rg any puv\;shmcn‘i’)

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, V-J Day @gu‘s—f 10, 194s

Description - American plane “Eno y" dropped bomb “Little Boy” on Hiroshima, August 6, 1945; over
70 000 dead and over 81 000 injured
- August 9 the bomb “Fat Man" was dropped on Nagasaki; over 40 000 dead

mportance - first otomic, bombs evey used n Woy
- forced Japan o Surrende,r on Al{ﬂu&lt 10
- World War Two W8 pver



