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The Boer War

O Ocpobesr 12, 1899, Lawsier received a mes-
sape from the Govemner General. 1t was news
that Laurier dresdid. Britam was a1 wer in Scuth
Africa, one of its colonies, Before Britain had
teken control, parts of South Afnics had been
secupied by Dutch settlers. The descendants
of these settlers were known as Afrikaaners or
Boers, Althausgh officially under British rale, the
Boers bad their cwn goeemment in parts of the
enuniry. When geld and diamonds wene fourd in
Boer territories, the Heltksh tred to impose
strunger contmol, The result wis apen conflict
betwazin e rwm sides,

Brigain's minster in charge of mlonies, Joiph
Chamiberlsin, ssked Laurier to send Canadian
troops t0 help the British ia South Africa. Laurer
found himself caught betwwen the rwo Canadlan
factions . English and French

Cine the one hand, "empire fever” swept
English speshisg Caneda. [mperialists, espe-
clally im Ontasio, argued thet Canada should
send soldiers immediately, I was thesr respon-
sdhiliny to support the Empire. In sddition, they
pointed ou, Canada might soon need Beitain's
belp in Alaska, in & dispute with the Americans
owver lemd. Besides, squipping and transporting,
troops would be good Far the ezoncmy They
arpeed their case in newspapers and at public
musstings. Ciree Ontarks imperialiss, Sam Hughes,
gathered 23 000 signasures of men willing to go
i South Afrca s fight.
elists opposed any form of participlion in
B War. They were of Chambaslain,
whisiz ambition wis u make all of Africa part of
the British Empire, As & peuple who bad been
conquered themsekees, they sympthized with
the Boers, wh were inving to protect their land
from a British takeover. Why they argoed, should
Canida take paet in a discans war that did not
directly affect i interewns? And Canada bad nos
taken part in Britain's waes inthe past, so why
ghioald it start now? Wiy should they figha for
“British justice” when jestice, as they saw i, had
recently been denied them in the schools of
Manitaha?
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The prsioesce Herrl Boorasia fetigned fos
Parliamens in protest eser the war He emanged
s the leading spokessan ler Fresch Quebec:

[ Eritish wmperalmm . o the pest dor land -
pratEing and miltary dominion. Bom of thi
mremagroweth ol Brtish povasr, bred by the shapi
anid [plebarm el ol 0D ke 25 g,
i1 cialighes in high-aousing Nesreak: " Enianmg,
FulhiE e waves!. . Jritoms never ghall b
migve!

Breain 18 if S0t mdid o soidens o prog
it tabis ramed by ber frants ambition. .so
A Tums 0 dairess to har calengs... Thay
ettt o us whabaver they Sy Al in The
shaps of Fuimas rrandel for thair ammy. een
# thery heve ta Sangla Deiorn our eyes 8 faw
paliry achantages to ba Thicws as S0P 10 us
wia nesanr v o tined of their deddy gama.
Goua He®il Srdass Gl Fomin s Canedd
Pelcriveal 186, 4-E

Lauriers Response

Adfis an iesense two-day debote, Linsriers Cabinet
decidid an & compromize. Canada would no
commit as alficlal farce 10 the war in South
Alrica. Howeeer, the gevernment would pay for
the equipment and passsge of 100 volunzeers
who wanted to join the British army In Africa.
The decision m pay for volunteers was niot 1 be
taken “as & precedent for furare action.” In all,
macre than 7000 Cenadian volurseers enlisied,
War contracts earned Cansdian busizessmen
7.5 erallion dollams.

Lsurier's compromise over the Boer Ws
pleased meither Esglish- nor Frecch-Canadians .
English-Canadians called him "Sir Won'tfrid™
and Henrl Bourassa, on the French-Canadlan
side, called him “WaHley Wilky"

English impesialises argued that Laurier dad
not do emough. They assembled packages to be
sexn 1o the soldiers overseis. They held parades
i rallies. Shocked by opposition vo the war,
they flocked o join cegandzations such as the
Imperial Civeer of the Drughters of the Expan:,
with the =eits, Oew Flag, One Throne, Cine
Country” They condemmed the Frisch-Canadians
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S el Ol Bu i eviirsati. By 150 D ohi s i
miavshad spead 10 Canada

an dritom, amd sorre e i S ad
sending troops into Quebec, A socislist in
Winnipeg who dared to criticiee the war was
pelved with parbage and potien eggs.

The French, an the ather kand, belioved the
the greemmeni bad gven in o the English majer-
#rx They were offended that Parlisment was not
alloed to debate the Bswe and, in the process,
hear thair viewpoint. They were sngry that the
Conserasive leader appranad 1o condemn the
war when speaking in Quebec, but then con-
demmned QJueehee when he was speaking in
Oimtario, They were insuhed when the edivor of
the English-langeage Momtrasl Saer printed a
highly exaggersted account of Boer atrocities
agalest Bricsh women and chédren, and then
condemned the unwillingness of French-
Canadisns 10 become imalved. “Cher Country
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Mlust Femein British,” ks Feadbne threatened.

The war of words in Canade -t'!L:.'l'.td 14 11]
wiglence for three dovs o thwe stnarts of Mentresl.
e March 5, 1900, srodents. from English-speak-
imgg Wil Universiny were celebeating a British
wictory over the: Hoers. Thiy aitecked rao French
hnﬂu;ﬂt DeEwEpAMTS i Sdcertren| ared Wit an
te Lewal Undversity {mow the Liniversity of
Mantreal), whese they munted French-speak-
g, siudenis Leval studients manched fadinio
the EJII.LZI'-'-'I.I".E dﬂ:.' i the evening of Mlarch f, an
Ergglish mob armed with clube and froeen pots-
toes laumehed en aeck on Laval Undversity,
which the Tl;,l::ru r-lpl.'"nd with fire hoses. The

millitia wis salled ut to rossor ander.

The Naval Issue

The Boer War deagged on 1o 1901 By this time
Biritain was becoming ancioas about the grow-
irg prwer of a miach closer cval Germany had the
most sikliern and powesful army in Europe.
Birntain depended on the suprersacy of ks navy
te keep its islands and oversess colonies sfe

Flgere &6 | sredor
Aurang sl e
St varth g
o4drs i South Alooa
Gatharnng information
‘Witert can yir bell el
SRc{iE’s artudas and
T condiipra in South
Ml iwsa teoams i
photograzh?
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froem invasion. As a result, the British watched
warily when Germary began expunding its navy

Rritain resporded n several ways. [t dicided
0 comcentzate its far-fung neval Peet o fewer
areas. |t also strengthened ies flect with HMS
Dyssadnrasghs, & new big-gan battleship wich spe-
cial armesar, Suddendy all other ships seemed
obscdete, and the nival race imersifind

By 190%, the British were alarmed at
Crermany's naval expacsion. A1 & specisl Imperial
Comference, they asked the dominions ke con
tribete bo the cost of new dreadnoughts. New
Zealand agreed o contribute encugh to build
nie. Surely Canada could de as much or moee?
Lasarier refused direct cash comtribustions 1o the
British navy as bhe had done for the last decade.
He proposed s abermaive plan—a compromise,

Figura 4-8 Tris posier ol 1011 cald foy "siorg
bty el wall adutamd i o0 BOYVST 10 S
Wl this nssy Canpad i) ey,
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Cieeee agaan, his actions would deeply divide
Canada.

In Janmsry 1910, Leurier imtrodoced his
govermment's Naval Service Bill. Canada
wauld establish its own navy with fiwe cruis-
ers and win destreyers. This navy would be
under Canadiar command, hut i could be pus
wnder British control dwring an ensergency
wuich @k war.

When the hill passed into law later in the
year, it created the Roval Canadian Navyg Bt
beecause (i caused & storm of contsreensy, the B
cruiners and slx destroyers were niver buils.
[restessd], vess snciznt British croisers, the Rabbou
ared the Wicke, were transfered to Canads as
tralnirg vessels. Ome was sationed on the west
it s oree on e 2ast.

Exprassing ldeas Hosy did thes poatar e 1o
a1 poopla” SUppon your wew vath raler.
araes in this Fregc i vl 35 T vwords youl

[= Rt
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Canadian imperialists thought the Mavsl
Sepace Bill did not go far enough. They scomfully
called the small Aleer the “tin-pot nave™ They
were conoemed thar e navy would s auln=
matically support Britain in time ef war. The
Commervatiees, bed by Robert Borden, amgeed that
Canada shoudd, in the long term baild its own
ranvy, bur should imenedieredy coniribute momey
L= Britain.

On the sther hand, Bourassa and his
French-Camadian supporters thought the bill
went oo far. Bourassa had jost founded a pew
nathmalia daily newspaper, Le Deeodr, which
hiz used 1 descunce impariad policie. The new
naty would, he argued. draw Canadians into
boredgn conflicts. They would weste their "geld
and blood” om sswes that had rothing to do
with thiem. He el believed the presence of a
Canadian nivy would #ncourage Britain 1o
declare war on Gemmany.

The narval question became & major issoe in
thex 1911 Eederal election. To defear Lavrier and
thee Liberals, Bourasss and his sappeness ran as
independent candidates and the Conssrvative
Party ran no candidates against them. Bourassa
expeecbed thit the result would be a mimority gov-
emeent, which would give the nationalists the
halanee of powir. Hi could then inssr thar che
govemnment scrap e nareal Bill and dery aid b
Briain. [nsead. he soweakaned Lavsier in Quebec
that the Tores swept the election. Bosrassa got
the apposite of whar be wamed—a greemment
e mone commiltid b sienving Brilain,

Laurier was disillusioned. His attempts 1o
creae o “middle way” that would unite the coun-
iy wene psusderiiond:

. | @i branckid = Qusbac as & manar o
tha Franch, end in Onlecic ag 8 ladage 16 5=
Engist... . In Cunbec | om etiocked os an mps
madsn, and im Ormans as an ari=mpanakst. | am
Ea e | am & Canadion. Conoda has boan 1ha
inapirabion o mry lite. | Ranem hisf bafons me as
a pllar of firs try righi and a pliar of dowd by
day o podoy of true Camnadanism, of moders
1ian, of concillation
Sourca 0D Shallon, T dll ool Lithas af S

Farthd Lasver vedumm T foranis. Ceford Unfalatty
Press. 19211 380,
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Canada and the US:
The Alaska Boundary
Dispute
s part of Britain’s plan o concentraie the Roval
Bavy cliser 10 home, & withdrew [n 159395 from
ies pu paval bages im Carada, in Helifax and
Esquimalt, BC. The British mcogrioed that the
only attack on Carada could come from the
Urized States. In the unlikely event that such
wn atteck chivald happen, the British woald prob-
whly lesi sgaieo the | Amesicies. The
LIS had recenthy demonstnsted its miliary might,
annexing (taking over] Hawaii and defeating
Spain 1o ke conimol of the Phlippines, Cuba, and
Puertes Hica

Canadiany, for their pact, were wary of ke
IS belief i maribest desting. The American gosl
of cantrolling the continent became very chear
in 1298 when & dispune wmose between the UE
el Ciread ooy thee Alishie Pasheredle. Theough
the dispute Britain, as the panent couniry nego-
tiated on Caneda’s bebalf.

The Border Dispute

In 1867, as part of their expansion, the Uniced
Staes had bought Alaska From Russia. The pu-
chise included the “panhandle” strip running
diws the Pecific Coast and bordering o the
adony ol Hritish Colusdsa. Mamy years before,
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in 1825, the Beitsh and the Russans had come

it aaked Britain v clanify the barder, bur ar the
time Britain dicl st corsider the requist inpee-
tarit. [m 1597, with the discovery of massiee gold
depusits in the Klondike reglon, the border issue
becam cracial.

The Kloedike gold was clestly in Carada, in
the northeen Yukon, Hordes of Casadian and
Amesican mimers Eavelled by boat up the Pacific
Cear from Vercoever, Sesmle, or San Franceaoo
They entesed a fiord called thi Ly Canal, which
ndid b the boom town of Skagway. From that
point they kad a choice of two treachess over-
maourdsin pisses bo take themn o Dawson City
i the Yukes.
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Pdartha Blach. wha son. among Klond b g ol mishirs, e
came | ek A Blanbad £l Paranssn K rsea in e
100 . S was the saoad wortratecteg o Cauey
Pl igmased

What was unclear wis whether the Lynn
Canal seredl wiy: in Canids or in Akals
The U5 Flew fis flag over Skageay. As a result,
Casadian merchants who took food and other
supplies o the miners had 1o pay American dutses
for taking their goods theough US territory.
Similarly, Canadian prospectons taking podd out
af the Klondike had to pay American duti om
their way hase. The Caradians complaned that
the border chimid by the US ran oo far mland.
They insisted that the head of the Lyns Canal
weas theeirs. Which coumtry woubd cellect dutics
izt poinds and supplies? Which country's system
of krw wnd crder would prevall—the rough-and-

style of the American frontier ¢ the andesly
control of the Morth-West Mounted police?

Even though the Alaskan gold rush was gwes
L,'hu ]muﬂuﬂhﬁ;whﬂ'
and railways woere seill being balt in the area.
The question of who cwsed the scee poue hadl
1o be pesolved. Camada and the United Sates
cuntinuid o wrangle over the boumdary until a
new Amesican president, Theodore Roosevek,
was ehecied i 1900, Bossevel wis ready 1o use
foere for America’s benefit, His moto was "Spesk
sedtly and carry a big stick: you will go far”

The Settlement

Finally, im 1903, the Umitied Seaves and Beitain
sgreed 1o set up a tribural, or speciad panel, 1o
ke a declsion on the boundary. The tribsmal
womsisted of =i officials, thaes sppointed by the
US and three by Britain. Focsevel picked three
Een keeown io oppose any comprambse with
o wrida. He infmed the Brtish that, i he did
mot peceivi: the virdicr ke wanted, ke woald serd
Amertcan Erocps 1e the Panhandle. Britain
appointed two Canadians and a British judpe,
Lard dlversione. Alversione, therefore, had the
wcruisl di e vore,
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Alversione suggested bringing the bourdary
a Birle clomer oo the coastline, Canada woold gen
snmi: serrisan bist net enough to gain control of
the head of the Lyng Canel The Americans had
won. Cemadiare were Farious with the disision,
Bat theeir anger was largely aimed at the British.
A crowl in Yancouver jeered whes God Save the
Kimg was phiyed in & theatre. Canadiins believed
that Britain hed sold out Canada’s interest in
seder to keep prace with the US. Britain needed
the US as an ally in its growing rivalry with
Crermasy. It also neaded pccess wo the Pansma
Canal, which the US was building in Central
Amemica.

The Alaska Boundary Dispute comvineed
Laurer thet Canadia woald be better off playing
a more active mle in its own foreqan affairs,
Indeed, by the end of the decede, there were
signs that Canada was slowly beceming mare
indipemdent. [n 1908, the first com was struck
at Ditawa’s nirw Ryl Canadlan Mint. Caradas
no lenger had to impart its cuerency from
Ergland. A year later, Cansds established it
owr Depantment of Exterral Affais. This was
w tiny digmrtment which had cnly imited duties
ot first, such as issuing passports. Nevertheless,
it was a step towards greater independence.
Just & few pears laber, & propossd 1Eade deal with
the Umnited States would show Lauries e per-
ibs of dealing dieectly with Carada’s gouthisdy
neighbour
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